UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

National Archives and Records Service 
Washington, DC 20408 



July 31, 1975 


Mr. Harold Weisberg 
Rt. 8 

' Frederick, Maryland 21701 
Dear Mr. Weisberg: 

This is in reply to your letter of July 6, 1975 , received in this office 
on July 9j 1975, in which you make requests concerning the records of 
the President's Commission on the assassination of President Kennedy 
under the Freedom of Information Act (5 U. S.C. 552) as amended. 

Your original request was for copies of all records released since the 
last regular review, which was in 1972—73* If you want copies of al i 
records released by that review, except the CIA documents we have already 
furnished you, we will be pleased to furnish them. 

You make FOIA (Freedom of Information Act) requests for records concerning 
the following: 

(1) The withholding from research of Commission Document 702. The 
documents which withheld CD 702 from research, both of which can 
oe made available to you, are letters of the Department of Justice 
of August 13, 1965 (see attached List C withholding it), and of 
November 3, 1970, not listing it for release. We released it 
when we found in the course of reference service that it had been 
published. 

(2) Declassification of a letter of May 22, 1964, from J. Edgar Hoover 
to J . Lee Rankin relating to Mexican tourist permits. This letter 
was the cover letter for Commission Document 965 and was not filed 
with that document (see List E attached to the Department of 
Justice letter of August 13, 1965, in item 2 above). We withheld 
the letter in our 1967-68 review of the unnumbered documents 
(Government Agencies Involved — FBI) because it related to 
Oswald's Mexican trip and relations with Mexico. It was among 
the records the Department of Justice asked us to continue to 
withhold in the 1972-73 review by its letter of April 18, 1973, 

in response to our letter of May 15, 1972, both of which can be 
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made available to you. We declassified the letter of May 22, 

1964, from J. Edgar Hoover to J. Lee Rankin on the basis of 
the declassification of its enclosure (CD 965) by the Department 
of Justice letter of August 13, 1965, when we found a copy of 
the letter in screening the Oswald Mexico trip file for a 
researcher. 

Declassification of a letter of July 7, 1964, relating to 
Mexican Immigration Department records, 46 enclosures of which 
had been forwarded with it. We do not have records that show 
the reasons why documents were classified or declassified. Pre- 
sumably the classified documents relating to investigation of 
Oswald’ s trip to Mexico were classified because relations with a 
foreign country were involved. We released this document when we 
could do so in screening the file for Oswald's Mexico trip. 

Declassification of a letter of J. Lee Rankin to J. Edgar Hoover 
of April 24, 1964* This letter was withheld from research in our 
1967-68 seview of the unnumbered documents of the Commission 
because it involved the investigation of the Mexican trip of 
Oswald and the question of foreign relations with Mexico. It was 
among the records the Department of Justice requested us to con- 
tinue to withhold by its letter of April 18, 1973 (item 3 above). 

It was declassified and released by a letter of January 24, 1975, 
from the Department of Justice in response to our letter of 
July 31, 1974* We have been unable to identify the dossier 
furnished to Ambassador Mann. 

Records relating to the withholding and releasing of the FBI letter- 
head memorandum (LHM) on interviews with Yuri Nosenko (Commission 
Document 434). CD 434 is a duplicate of part of the portion of 
Commission Document 6 51 declassified and released by the Department 
of Justice by its letter of January 24, 1975 (item 4 above) except 
the deleted matter on the first page of CD 434. The letter of 
January 24, 1975, was therefore regarded as authority for the 
release of CD 434 with the deletion. The deleted part of the first 
paragraph of CD 434 is denied to you under 5 U.S.C. 552 (b) (5). 

Page dated October 27, 1959, dealing with Oswald's hospitalization. 
As stated in our letter of June 17, 1975, the page relating to 
Oswald's Moscow hospitalization on October 27, 1959, is from the 
Oswald-Ruby Chronology in the Commission's records. It was pre- 
viously withheld from research because it contained information 
from a document withheld from research. 



(7) Deletions in the Coleman-Slawson memorandum on Oswald's foreign 

(b) (5 S )f Sd mat6rial ±S den±ed t0 yOU under 

^ m IA imer ^ ews or reports relating to what Nosenko told the Cl 4. 
No documents of this kind have been found in the records of the 
Commission, 


(9) o?S°foSo2»gf ^ Sti11 “ t “‘- «*» i3t 

(a) Letter of Rankin to Helms, March 6, 1964. 

Slaws0n to Jenner, Liebeler, Ball and Belin, 

(c) Memorandum of Coleman and Slawson to Stern, March 12, 1964. 

(d) Memorandum of Slawson to Rankin, July 15, 1964. 

(e) Memorandum of Slawson to Coleman, July 17, 1964. 

(f) Memorandum of July 23, 1964 (no names given). 

(g) Memorandum of Slawson to Rankin, August 22, 1964. 

(n) Transcript of executive session of Commission of June 23, 1964. 

(1) Perhaps pages 63-73 of transcript of executive session of the 
Commission, which relate to defectors without naming Nosenko. 

(j) Page 1 of Commission Document 6 51. 

(k) Cover letter of CD 451. 


M S /cf C °! dS relating to Nosenko are denied to you under 5 U.S.C. 552 
4 b ' J^ ge 2 of GD 651 . relating to Nosenko can be supplied to you. 
No other FBI records relating to Nosenko have been found among the 
records of the Commission. We regret that a few items relating to 

Nosenko listed above were inadvertently omitted in our previous letter 
t.0 you. 


Related to the withholding of these records are the following documents 

(1) Note of Marion M. Johnson (NARS) to Arthur Dooley (CIA) of 

August 14, 1967, which can be made available to you. The lists 
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of documents referred to in the note are denied to you under 
5 U.S.C. 552 (b) (5). 


(2) Letter of Thomas H. Karamessines, Deputy Director for Plans, 
CIA, to Robert H. Bahmer, Archivist of the United States, of 
October 2, 1967. This letter is denied to you under 5 U.S.C. 


(3) Letter of May 1, 1975? of Robert S. Young, FOI Coordinator, 
CIA, to James B. Rhoads, which can be made available to you. 

(4) Note of Marion M. Johnson (NARS) to Charles P. Dexter (CIA) 
Jnly 30, 1974? and letter of John D. Morrison, Jr., Acting 
General Counsel, CIA, to James B. Rhoads, October 1, 1974, 
which can be made available to you. 

(10) Declassification of certain records on March 13, 1975: 


The declassification actions on these records on that date 
resulted from finishing up work on requests for reviews of those 
records from a researcher in order to transmit copies to him. Our 
correspondence with him, consisting of our letters sent to him 
dated July 10 and August 13, 1974, and March 17 and April 15, 1975, 
as well as letters received from him dated August 5 and November 9, 
1974 and January 8 and March 1, 1975? is denied to you under 
5 U.S.C. 552 (b) (6). 


The specific’ records to which you refer in this request apparently 
are the following: 

(a) Pages 23—34 of Commission Document 651 relating to Yuri Nosenko. 
These pages were withheld from research in 1965 and 1970 at 

the request of the Department of Justice in its letters listed 
in item 4 above. They were declassified by the letter of 
January 24? 1975? of the Department also listed in item 4 above. 

(b) The letter of J. Lee Rankin to J. Edgar Hoover dated April 24, 
1964. This letter was withheld from research by the National 
Archives in our 1967-68 review of the records because of the 
relevance of the letter to the investigation of Oswald's 
Mexican trip and the question of Mexican— American relations. 

The Department of Justice asked us to continue to withhold 
the records which included this letter in its letter of 
April 18, 1973 (item 2 above). 
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(c) Transcript of an executive session of the Commission of 
January 22, 1964- A transcript was prepared, by a Department 
of Defense stenotypist from the reporter's notes for that 
session and classified on the basis of the classification of 
the reporter's notes. A note of Marion M. Johnson (NARS) to 
Mark Grunwald (Department of Justice) of November 12, 1974, 
requesting a review of the transcript and the reply of the 
Department of February 26, 1975, will be furnished to you. 

(d) The undated Coleman-Slawson memorandum on Oswald's foreign 
activities. Most of this memorandum was declassified by the 
National Archives on the basis of published information. A 
letter of Charles E. Savige;(CIA) to James B. Rhoads relating 
to declassification of a portion of the memorandum is denied 
to you under 5 U.S. C. 552 (b) (l). 

Enclosed is a copy of the exemptions in 5 U.S.C. 552 (b) which include 
those cited in this letter. The copies of records we are furnishing you 
are being sent to^you separately. 

The CIA will respond to you separately concerning its security classified 
letters denied to you in this letter. 


You may appeal the denials to you in this letter to the Deputy Archivist 
of the United States, National Archives and Records Service, Washington, DC 
20408. Denials of security classified documents, which includes part of 
the deleted portions in the Coleman-Slawson memorandum on Oswald's foreign 
activities, may also be appealed to the Interagency Classification Review 
Committee, National Archives Building, Room 604, Washington, DC 20408. 



ALBERT H. LEISINGER, JR. 
Acting Assistant Archivist 
for the National Archives 


Enclosures 



(i) the need co search for and collect: the re- 
quested records from fiel5~Bacili ties or ocher establish- 
ments that are separate from the office processing the 
request ; 


(ii) the need to search for, collect, and appro- 
priately examine a voluminous amount of separate and 
distinct recorder which are demanded in a single request; 


(iii) the need for consultation, which shall be 
conducted with a TT practicable speed, with another 
age ncy having a substantial interest m the determina- 
tion ot the request or among; two or more components 

h e agency having substantial sub; ect-mattsr incer- 
o s t there in . 


(C) Any person making a request to any agency for re- 
cords un d er paragraph (1). (2) , or 73) "of this subsection 
shall be deemed to have exhausted his administrative • 

r emedies with respect to such request iTTho agency fails 
c ° eompLy with the applicable time Limit provisions' o if 
tTiis paragraph. Ii: che Government can show exceptional 
- i^eu rn s tances exis t and Chat the agency is exercis ing 
due diligence in responding to che request, the court 
may retain jurisdiction and allow the agency additional 

tim e t o complete its review of the records. Upon any 

deten u inac i on~~by an agency to comply with a request for 
r ecords, the records shall be made prompcly available 
to s u ch person making s uch request. Any notification of 
den Lai of any request tor records under this subsection ' 
shall set torch the names and titles or positions of each 
person resoons ib le~f or the denial of such request. 


(b) This section does not apply to matters that are-- 

( 1 ) ( A ) specifically authorized under criteria established 
by an Executive order to be kept secret l n the interest of 
national defense or foreign Policy and (if) are in fact pro- 
perly class! lied pursuant to such Executive o rdur ; 

(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and 


practices 


an agency; 


(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute; 

(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information 
obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 


(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters 
which would not be available by law to a party ocher chan 
an agency in litigation with che agency; 

(6) personnel and medical files and similar files che 
disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted 
invasion of personal privacy; 

( 7 ) investigatory records compiled for law enforcement pur- 
poses, but only to che extent that t h e production or suc h 

( £) interfere w i th enfo rceme nt proceeding s, 
ncr son of' a right to a ~iir t~ri.i l or a n im- 

un wa r ran t ed invasion 
i C y oi a confP- 


r e cor ds would 

(3) d 'enr ive a 

parti;! i .idj u.Hc.iCion. (C) con's cicu t e aj 

■ ai pr ivacy. (D) disclsSVe 


v-co-. r eo'iiniK-d ov .T~ 

i a course of a cFiminal 

.• t_ : i\ - ^ \_T;iw FuT "na clonal 
conjj cent" Cal i n fo riiia i : on 

JLLl * \ 7'i sc Tosy? 

r.,:;. n r TV) einlange r 
1 per some.- 1 ; 


Sent i . a- s ource and, in che 

crimin. i 1 law enforcement authori ty 
■ nves ci ration , or by an ag oncy Jo- > 
ecu r_i *;v intelligence inve s c it* a ■. L ■ 
t urn is! ie ~d only bv die con t idea c : 7J7 
i_r.ye_s c : gative te chn iques and p r< ve 
“h i > _JJ i o or physical safety o f 33 

(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, 
or condition reports prepared by. or behalf of, or for the 
use of an agency responsible for che regulation or super- 
vision of financial institutions; or 

(9) geological and geophysical information and data, 
including maps, concerning wells. 


A ny reasonably segregable portion of a record shall be pro- 
vided to any person requesting such record’ .it ter deletion 


the portions which are exempt 


section . 


(c) This section does not authorize withholding of infor- 
^ mation or limit the availability of records to the public, 

except as specifically stated in this section. This section 
is not authority to withhold information from Congress. 

(d) On or before Mar c h 1 of each calendar year, eac h 
agency shall sub mit a report cov e rin g The preceding calenda r 

resonca elves and 
to" t! " 


y ear to the Speake r_o C th e Hon s 

President of The Senate for refer r. 


committees or the Congress. 


ppronriar o 

T he report sb aTl*~TncTuce~- - 


(1) the numb e r of determ in ations ma de b y such agency 
not to comply w i th requests' for re cords" m a de co such 
agency under su bs ecti.on (a) a n d i; h e reaso n s for each s uch 
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